DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

the abandonment of the Princess's promised visit to
her grandmother, and it was a daring thing to upset
her arrangements for whatever reason. Alix and her
sister Ella, Grand Duchess Serge, both telegraphed
to her that they were sure she would understand,
and that all the Imperial Family and indeed the
whole of Russia wished the marriage to take place
now. The Queen was not pleased : she felt it to be
a " shock and a great disappointment" not to see
Alicky again before her marriage, but allowed that
nothing " could be said or done."

The Prince and Princess of Wales (she to be with
her widowed sister) had already gone to Russia, and
they accompanied the funeral train from Livadia,
where the Tsar had died, to St. Petersburg, where
after a fortnight of daily ceremonies his body was
interred. The Duke of York joined his father there,
and the Queen made the new Tsar Colonel-in-
Chief of the Scots Greys, the most intimate mili-
tary honour she could bestow. All these attentions
had their political significance ; not for nothing
would the Prince of Wales have gone through these
appalling obsequies, and now he waited till his
niece's wedding had taken place. On that day
the Queen gave a large dinner at Windsor, and
herself proposed the health of their Majesties the
Emperor and Empress of Russia, " my dear grand-
children,53 and remained standing while the Russian
National Anthem was played. " How I thought of
darling Alicky,35 she wrote in her Journal, " and how
impossible it seemed that gentle little simple Alicky
should be the great Empress of Russia. * . . She is so
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